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(Urban) Form & Function



How we arrange “stuff” in cities matters…

Source: A map of every building in America ( )New York Times

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/10/12/us/map-of-every-building-in-the-united-states.html


Form & Function

Form

What does it look like?

“Physical structure and appearance of cities”

Function

What is it used for?

“Activities that take place within an environment”





Urban Grammar





Characterisations of space based on form and function

designed to understand urban environments



Characterisations of space based on form and function

designed to understand urban environments



Characterisations of space based on form and function

designed to understand urban environments



Characterisations of space based on form and function

designed to understand urban environments



British Signatures













https://urbangrammarai.xyz/great-britain/


Sub-classifications

 

https://strathprints.strath.ac.uk/80527/1/Fleischmann_Bel_ISUF_2021_Classifying_urban_form_at_national_scale.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dib.2022.108335


Building Spatial Signatures
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A peek into the future
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https://landsat.gsfc.nasa.gov/
https://sentinels.copernicus.eu/web/sentinel/home
https://www.planet.com/
https://ghsl.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
https://www.dynamicworld.app/
https://livingatlas.arcgis.com/landcover/


Two examples on Form & Function…







Source: Sentinel-2 cloudless

https://s2maps.eu/


Wild countryside (320x320m)



Urbanity (320x320m)



Predicted class (320x320m)
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